A Shady Plot
                                                   ~ Elsie Brown
Textual Exercise
5. (a) What genre of stories does Jenkins want the narrator to write? Why?

Ans- In the short story “A Shady plot”, Jenkins, the only publisher to print the narrator’s stories, asks the narrator to write ghost story full of horrors.

         He asks the narrator to write ghost story because the readers want to read horror stories. Besides, Jenkins prefers to get supernatural stories from the narrator as his ghosts appear to be real.
(b) Does the narrator like writing ghost stories? Support your answer with evidence from the text.
Ans- No, it appears from the story “A Shady plot” that the narrator does not like to write ghost stories. 


        There are evidences in the text which can prove the point under discussion. Firstly, on being asked by Jenkins to write a ghost story, the narrator, John Hallock, fails to refuse as Jenkins is only publisher to print his stories. This shows his compulsion and reluctance for writing ghost stories. Further, the narrator, showing his infirmity for writing ghost stories, himself admits that he does not specialize in ghost stories. 
(c) What makes Helen, the ghost, and her co-ghosts organize ‘The Writer’s Inspiration Bureau’?

Ans- In the course of the story “A Shady Plot” the ghost, Helen, tells Hallock, the narrator, that she used to write when she was alive. She also informs the narrator that she had to give up writing for the very reason of lack of inspiration for writing and adds that she went through a terrible time at that point. Thus, after attaining her present form of a ghost she decides to do something to benefit the writers and consequently organizes ‘The Writer’s Inspiration Bureau’ along with other ghosts who suffered from same problem during their life time.
(d) Why had Helen, the ghost, been helping the narrator write ghost stories? Why was she going on strike? What condition did she place for providing continued help?
Ans- In “A Shady Plot” Helen, the ghost, had been helping the narrator write ghost stories because the narrator was without any inspiration for writing a ghost story.

          She was going on a strike because humans bothered them, the ghosts, too much for getting inspirational assistance.
          She offered a condition before the narrator for providing help. The offer was that if the narrator could influence his friends and acquaintances to stop using ouija board then she would help him to write.

(e) How does the ghost undermine the narrator’s faith in his ability to write ghost stories?
Ans- In “A Shady Plot” initially the narrator is shown to be aware of his lack of expertise for writing ghost stories. At the same time he is unaware of the mysterious reason which leads him to write ghost stories on every occasion. However, at any rate, the ghost, Helen, undermines his faith, if he had any, in writing ghost stories by letting him know the real source of his previous ghost stories and by putting a condition before him that if he asks his friends and acquaintances to stop using ouija board than she will help him in writing ghost stories. These made him even more conscious of his lack of ability to write ghost stories.
(f) Why does John want the ghost to disappear before his wife appears on the scene? What impression of his wife’s character do you get from his words?
Ans- In “A Shady Plot” John, the narrator, asks the ghost, Helen, to disappear from the scene as he is afraid that his wife, Lavinia, would not like to see him talking to another woman and would possible form an unfavourable opinion about him. Further, he thinks this might create problem in his marital life.
         Here, the words of the narrator lay bare the jealous nature of his wife.
(g) Why does the narrator hesitate to be a partner to Laura Hinkle during the Ouija Board Party?
Ans- In “A Shady Plot” the narrator hesitates to be a partner to Laura Hinkle during the Ouija Board Party for two reasons. Firstly, he does not want to use ouija board as he was advised by the ghost not to use it. Secondly, he does not have any favourable impression for Laura Hinkle whom he considered to be flirtatious/ coquettish.
(h) What message does the ghost convey to the group that had assembled in the narrator’s house? What is their reaction to the message? 
Ans- In “A Shady Plot” the message conveyed by the ghost to the group which assembled in the narrator’s house is that John Hallock is a traitor and was questionable for it. Actually, the ghost blames the narrator for violating her condition of not using ouija board.
         Initially they are shocked as they cannot understand the meaning of the message. But, later on all, especially Lavinia, grow suspicious about the narrator.
(i) Do you agree with the narrator calling the assembly of women ‘manipulators’? Give reason.

Ans- Literally the word ‘manipulator’ means a person who operates some apparatus or machine. So, I agree with the narrator calling the assembly of women ‘manipulators’ as they used ouija board. Further, they were ‘manipulators’ in the sense that they used the ouija board and thereby influenced souls to gain advantage.
(j) Why is John’s wife angry? What does she decide to do?
Ans- In “A Shady Plot” John’s wife is angry because of his supposed liaison/intimacy with an woman by the name of Helen. 
         She decides to get separated from her husband legally, John Hallock, and to go to her grandmother.
(k) Why does John wish he were dead?
Ans- John wishes he were dead after getting a shock from his wife. The previous night, during the ouija board party his wife became upset and suspicious due his supposed/ conjectural intimacy with a woman by the name of Helen. Following this incident, the next day, he got a shocking message written on a white slip of paper from his wife, Lavinia. The message said Lavinia was going to her grand mother and her lawyer would communicate with Hallock later for legal separation.
(l) When confronted by Lavinia about his flirtations over the Ouija Board, John insists that ‘the affair was quite above-board, I assure you, my love’. Bring out the pun in John’s statement.
Ans- Pun refers to duality of meaning under the unity of same sound. Through the given expression, John refuses his flirtations over the Ouija Board. On one hand, it means that there was no deception and he was honest with his affair over the Ouija Board. On the other hand, John meant that the confusion regarding Helen arose because he had been made to sit over the Ouija Board. 

(m) John’s apprehension about his wife’s reaction to her encounter with the ghost are unfounded (unreasonable) – justify.
Ans- In “A Shady Plot” the narrator, John Hallock, is fearful about the possible reaction of his wife after seeing him talking to Helen, a ghost. He thinks that his wife will develop a bad impression about him. Again he expects her to faint after meeting the ghost. Nevertheless, what happens in reality is the other way about. After seeing Helen, the ghost, Lavinia stands formidably and talks to the ghost confidently.
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